climate for a change from the 'holier than thou' attitude which is still all too familiar.
In the section 'Abortion and the Health Services' the effect of abortion on a general practitioner, hospital and local authority was considered in medical and administrative terms. When this was completed the meeting was thrown open and a lively discussion ensued.
The publishers are to be congratulated on producing this account of a valuable conference so quickly. It is a book which will make stimulating reading for all doctors and social workers who meet with the problem of abortion in any of its many aspects. J M BRUDENELL An Introduction to Aniesthetics for Medical Students and House Officers by John D Laycock MB BS FFA RCS and C A Foster MB BS FFA RCS 2nd ed pp vii + 134 illustrated 15s London: Lloyd-Luke 1966 It is five years since the first edition of this book, which has now been revised a little and brought up to date. The new diagrams and photographs are clear but do not add appreciably to the reader's knowledge. The early chapters on the stages of antesthesia and production of surgical anmsthesia may be a little confusing to the student; the style and description are not easy to follow. There are adequate sections on the muscle relaxants and the commonly used anwsthetic agents; more space is devoted to ethyl chloride, cyclopropane and chloroform than to halothane which is briefly dismissed. The chapters on preoperative care and post-operative complications are rather short. It is a pity there is not a separate chapter on resuscitation. This book provides a reasonable introduction to anmsthesia and touches on most aspects of modern anaesthetic practice. It does not pretend to be a textbookit is a well produced paperback. There is a small index. Students may not feel it essential to buy the book, but certainly there is a place for it in the libraries. London: Pitman Medical In the preface to this American book the Professor of Psychiatry of the University of Utah College of Medicine reminds the reader that 'since many patients phrase their complaints in somatic terms but actually are suffering from anxiety . . . the physician must recognise the protean nature of anxiety and the somatic conditions with which it is associated'. We learn that 'it is for the purpose of bringing these matters to the attention of primary physicians' that the book has been writtenby whom we are not told, except that the 'chapters have been collated by Roche Laboratories into a single volume'.
The 70 pages of text are divided into 12 chapters of about six pages each (including references). Subjects range from Fight or Flight, and Anxiety -A Key to Personality; through Anxiety and the Heart, the Skin, and the Stomach; to Anxiety and the Female Psyche. Physiology and pathology, psychology and psychopathology (basically psychoanalytic), differential diagnosis and treatment are all considered, but neither systematically nor consistently; to do so in 70 pages would require a high degree of skill in selection and in condensation not apparent in this book.
Thirty shillings is a lot to pay for a book which might well confirm the psychologically unsophisticated 'primary physician' in his mistrust of psychiatry, and at best could do little more than to determine him to seek enlightenment elsewhere. It seems unduly optimistic to claim, in the words of the preface, that the reader would find '. . . considerable help in recognising the various facets of anxiety and its physiologic concomitants as well as in determining the best therapeutic approach to patients exhibiting this symptom'. BRIAN There are three recognizable stages of wound healingstimulus, new growth and inhibition. Professor Douglas says: 'We know nothing of the first and third and our knowledge of the new growth is fragmentary.'
The process of wound healing in a healthy mammal has evolved over hundreds of millions of years; an effective process would confer a strong selective advantage throughout this time. As Professor Bullough points out, the mechanism of wound healing in any modem mammal may already approach its maximum possible efficiency.
The practical treatment of wounds must therefore be to ensure that no adverse circumstance is allowed to impede the natural processes.
The volume and variety of work at the present time on these 'adverse circumstances' are reflected in the contributions to this symposium which are too diverse to be summarized in a short review. This book should be studied by all workers in this increasingly wide field. This imbalance could be understood if the book were presented as an atlas of salivary gland lesions but, for this, the quality of many of the photomicrographs is inadequate in that they lack clarity and contrast and the reader is never informed of the original magnifications or the stains used in the histological preparations.
The text is minimal and the author has made no attempt to review the extensive literature on this subject; only 47 references are cited of which 7 refer to the author's own publications. Percentage figures are quoted for the incidence of various salivary gland tumours and their prognosis but the basis on which such figures are compiled is not given.
The author claims that the book is written for physicians, dentists and students and that it may prove useful to pathologists but, from the material available to the author, a more informative and better documented account of this subject could have been produced. The standard of paper and quality of printing are good. Bristol: John Wright 1966 As long as surgery has been practised it has carried with it certain dangers to the patient over and above those caused solely by the disease itself, and the authors of this short and very readable book have gone to great lengths to indicate what these may be and how they should be avoided in the use of surgical diathermy. The first two chapters on the principles and dangers of electrodiathermy should be read by all doctors and nurses who work regularly or occasionally in the operating theatre. The book also contains useful chapters on the mechanism of all parts of the diathermy apparatus, with lucid explanations of the merits of the different types of machine commercially available. In urology and neurosurgery diathermy plays a more vital part than in other branches of surgery and separate chapters on the detailed use of this aid in these subjects is included. If there has been some repetition of the ways in which diathermy burns may b-inadvertently caused through careless use or inadequate servicing of equipment, the authors may be forgiven for emphasizing that it is the responsibility of those who use new and complicated machinery to understand it and to protect their patients from its potential dangers. By reading the chapter on fault finding, surgeons and th-atre sisters will avoid wastage of much valuable theatre time when their equipment inevitably fails them.
Each point made is excellently illustrated with a wealth of photographs and diagrams. MARTIN 
CLARIDGE
Handbook of Medical Treatment edited by Milton J Chatton MD, Sheldon Margen MD and Henry Brainerd MD 10th ed pp 726 42s Los Altos, Calif.: Lange Medical Publications 1966 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications The fact that this is the tenth edition speaks for itself. As in previous editions, the subject matter is comprehensive. It has the minor disadvantage for English readers that US nomenclature ofdrugs is used, e.g. epinephrine for adrenaline. With the rapid introduction of new drugs it would not be fair to expect every new form of therapy to be included. Thus the treatment of acute pancreatitis with Trasylol (kallikrein inactivator), resistant angina pectoris with propranolol and gout with allopurinol are not mentioned. With a few such minor exceptions, however, it is complete, comprehensible and compact: it can be warmly recommended. The reviewer is left with distinctly mixed feeiings about this attractively produced little book on the acute abdomen by thirteen contributors. A useful opening chapter on medical conditions associated with acute abdominal pain is followed by a
